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HOW TO PLAY

1. The five words under the grid are hidden in 2. The letters left over, read left to right and top
it: across, down, on the diagonal, or written to bottom, spell a fact.

backwards, and two of them cross. L .
3. Write it on the CLUE lines.

CLUE:
THE GATE

WAS OPEN

WORDS TO FIND (5)
FOYER LINEN PANEL SHELF

SUITE

Most puzzles look like this: no clue, just words.




CASE 1

THE FRONT DESK

ONE OF THESE FIVE WAS HERE

Iris Bellamy Marcus Hale Theo Lang Dr. Elena Soto Lila Voss

LEFT BEHIND

THE DESK LAMP, STILL LIT THE REGISTER, STILL OPEN



CASE 1: THE FRONT DESK

The register was still open on the front desk, on the page for the penthouse suite, and
the desk lamp was burning at one in the morning. A glass had stood on the blotter
long enough to leave a dry ring on the paper. The last line in the book, written in Elias

Voss's own hand, was the hour he took his key: eleven forty.

The desk faces the lobby doors, and the elevator is behind it. One of the five people
below was standing at this desk at midnight. Work out which one, and write the name

on the case sheet.

THE 5 SUSPECTS IN THIS CASE

SUSPECT FRONT DESK UP TO BED THE FIRE NIGHTCAP
Iris Bellamy 8:10 11:20 9:50 11:00

Lila Voss 7:05 11:35 8:15 10:00
Marcus Hale 8:40 11:50 8:50 9:40

Theo Lang 7:50 11:30 10:05 10:15

Dr. Elena Soto 8:15 11:20 9:10 Q:25

THE QUESTION
Which of these five people was at the front desk at midnight?

Find the facts in the 4 hidden clues of this case. Each fact clears at least one suspect
above. Cross them off on the case sheet, and write the name of the suspect the trace
belongs to.

PUZZLES OF THIS CASE: 17 (pages 8-24)



CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 1 OF 17

HIDDEN CLUE

Find every word below. The letters left over spell one fact about this case.
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WORDS TO FIND (14)
CHANDELIER CLOSET
FOAM FOLDER
PANEL ROPE
SURF TIDE

CLUE:
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COAL
GALE
SHOVEL

FLUE
GUST
SOOT




CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 2 OF 17

THEME GRID

Find every word below.

4 o mMmdm<Z 0O Hdo
rmr 2 < 4 C 1©vma2Q
MO U > W <> A TVTOM
O mMmddmrrr X TUVS T
M- OO mmTMr =W AOm
C U 0UOIwWwWOOI<m+H-m

O
=
m

WORDS TO FIND (16)
BADGE BANKER
GLOVES HINGE
LEDGER LETTER
SPRAY SQUALL
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DEPUTY
HOOKS
METER
STORM

FUSES
LATCH
RIBBON
TALLOW



CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 3 OF 17

THEME GRID

Find every word below.
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WORDS TO FIND (14)
AUTHOR BANKER
FOLDER LAWYER
RECEIPT RIBBON
SHERIFF WAITER

BLOTTER
LETTER
ROSTER

DEPUTY
PORTER
SAILOR



CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 4 OF 17

THEME GRID

Find every word below.
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WORDS TO FIND (16)

ASHES AUTHOR
BROOM DEPUTY
HINGE HOOKS
PLIERS SAILOR
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BADGE
FOLDER
LATCH
STAMP

BOILER
FUSES

LEDGER
WRITER
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CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 5 OF 17

HIDDEN CLUE

Find every word below. The letters left over spell one fact about this case.
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THSECURTITYZC
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NEWHOTUAATLN
RNEDTHETITIOZC
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PONWASUOTTE
P I NAROORETETR
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TYTOLETTERT
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WORDS TO FIND (9)

BLOTTER  CLERK CONCIERGE ENVELOPE

LETTER PAINTER  PORTER  SAILOR

SECURITY

CLUE:




CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 6 OF 17

THEME GRID

Find every word below.

OTCFSTAM
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FAZOLTINE
PDISAEAT
EGCTIMTITR
UESETTTEE
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WORDS TO FIND (15)

BADGE BUREAU CARPET
DRAWER FOLDER LEDGER
MIRROR PARLOR PENCIL
SETTEE SMUDGE STAMP
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CLOSET
LINEN
ROSTER
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CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 7 OF 17

THEME GRID

Find every word below.

14
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WORDS TO FIND (14)
BUREAU CANDLE CARPET CLOSET
DRAWER FOLDER LANDING PUDDLE
SETTEE SMUDGE SQUALL TERRACE
TURRET WHISTLE



CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 8 OF 17

THEME GRID

Find every word below.
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WORDS TO FIND (16)
BADGE BANKER
GLOVES HINGE
LEDGER LETTER
SPRAY SQUALL
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HOOKS
METER
STORM
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LATCH
RIBBON
TALLOW
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CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 9 OF 17
HIDDEN CLUE

Find every word below. The letters left over spell one fact about this case.
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WORDS TO FIND (12)
BALUSTRADE BOOTS
DEADBOLT DOORKNOB
PENTHOUSE POSTMARK

CLUE:
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CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 10 OF 17

THEME GRID

Find every word below.
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WORDS TO FIND (20)

ASHES
CLERK
FUSES
LATCH
RIBBON

BADGE
COAL
GLOVES
METER
STAMP
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CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 11 OF 17
THEME GRID

Find every word below.
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WORDS TO FIND (19)

ATTIC BOILER ~ DRAWER  EMBER
GUTTER  HARBOR  HINGE HOOKS
LADDER ~ LEDGER  LETTER  METER
NEWEL PENCIL  PLIERS  SCARF

SMUDGE STAMP VALVE
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CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 12 OF 17

THEME GRID

Find every word below.
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WORDS TO FIND (20)

ATTIC
CLOSET
LATCH
NEWEL
SHELF

BADGE
FOLDER
LETTER
PANEL
SMUDGE
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CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 13 OF 17
HIDDEN CLUE

Find every word below. The letters left over spell one fact about this case.
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WORDS TO FIND (11)

BADGE CHIMNEY COBBLESTONE FURNACE

KEROSENE KEYRING LATCH SCARF

SHOVEL STATIONERY  SWITCHBOARD

CLUE:
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CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 14 OF 17

THEME GRID

Find every word below.

mwmI nr>Ccmwm>O
m T O O< —~rm2rorm

0p)
O
O
M

— O A mMm>OMmMm®GGAo®MO
X OruvomwCcmmo >
O Mo< 4 4H<KcCcmowmbe 2
mrrM< OIWnIZD>»mMmI
4 0O ITS<S 41 W0 ESmMmAaoo

WORDS TO FIND (19)
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CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 15 OF 17

THEME GRID

Find every word below.
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WORDS TO FIND (20)

BADGE
DRIVER
LEDGER
RIBBON
STAMP
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CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 16 OF 17

THEME GRID

Find every word below.
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WORDS TO FIND (20)
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CASE 1 - THE FRONT DESK - PUZZLE 17 OF 17
THEME GRID

Find every word below.
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WORDS TO FIND (19)

ATTIC BOILER ~ DRAWER  EMBER
GUTTER  HARBOR  HINGE HOOKS
LADDER ~ LEDGER  LETTER  METER
NEWEL PENCIL  PLIERS  SCARF

SMUDGE STAMP VALVE
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CASE 1 SHEET

Which of these five people was at the front desk at midnight?

Cross off every suspect each fact clears. One suspect is left standing at the bottom:
that is the suspect the trace belongs to.

SUSPECT FACT 1 FACT 2 FACT 3 FACT 4

Iris Bellamy

Lila Voss

Marcus Hale

Theo Lang

Dr. Elena Soto

THE SUSPECT OF CASE 1 IS:

NOTES




SOLUTION - CASE 1, PUZZLE 2

SOLUTION - CASE 1, PUZZLE 1
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SOLUTION - CASE 1, PUZZLE 4

SOLUTION - CASE 1, PUZZLE 3
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SOLUTION - CASE 1, PUZZLE 6

SOLUTION - CASE 1, PUZZLE 5
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SOLUTION - CASE 1, PUZZLE 8

SOLUTION - CASE 1, PUZZLE 7
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SOLUTION - CASE 1, PUZZLE 14

SOLUTION - CASE 1, PUZZLE 13
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SOLUTION - CASE 1, PUZZLE 16

SOLUTION - CASE 1, PUZZLE 15
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SOLUTION - CASE 1, PUZZLE 17
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Case 2 continues
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THE SOLUTION

CASE 1: THE FRONT DESK
FACT 1 THE ONE WHO LEFT THE LAMP ON WAS AT THE DESK AFTER QUARTER TO EIGHT

FACT 2 THE ONE WHO TURNED THE DESK LAMP ON WAS UP IN A ROOM BEFORE TWENTY TO TWELVE
FACT 3 THE ONE WHO TURNED THE DESK LAMP ON TENDED THE FIRE BEFORE FIVE TO TEN

FACT 4 THE ONE WHO TURNED THE DESK LAMP ON CAME IN FOR A DRINK AFTER TWENTY FIVE TO
TEN

ANSWER: Iris Bellamy

Case 2 to Case 6, with their own puzzles and answers,
are in the full book: amazon.com/dp/BOHN1HMKNH



